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STUART NYE HUTCHISON 
Sermon on page five. 


The longtime pastor of the East Liberty church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
(above), is the second of four Presbyterian, USA, ministers to 
have sermons in the Outlook Pulpit in 1950. Before going to 
Pittsburgh, Dr. Hutchison was pastor at Norfolk, Va., 1910-21. 


10c. 
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Letters to the Editors 





More Suggestions Come for Joint Hymnal 





Urges Small Book 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In the discussion of a projected new 
hymnal for the joint use of Presbyterians, 
US and USA, there is one factor that I 
have been waiting to see mentioned that 
would seem to be of great practical im- 
portance. 

Of course I am in favor of such a joint 
hymnal, but I would like to make a plea 
for it to be reduced rather than enlarged 
in content, and especially in weight. Down 
in this section of vast winter congrega- 
tions, we find it necessary, in order to 
provide hymnals for all, to do a great deal 
of carrying them about, and bulky hymnals 
do not lend themselves to such service. 
Not only are they inconvenient to handle, 
but they tend to wear out much more 
quickly than books of lighter weight. 

At present we find our HYMNAL FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP, containing 340 
hymns and a total of 320 pages, to be best 
suited for our use. THE PRESBYTERIAN 
HYMNAL contains 500 hymns and 58 addi- 
tional pages, while THE HYMNAL of the 
USA Church contains 513 hymns, 95 addi- 
tional responses, ancient hymns and can- 
ticles, and a total of 608 pages. It is a 
magnificent compilation, but too heavy. 
Moreover, a committee thoroughly familiar 
with the musical needs and uses of our 
churches could eliminate one-third of its 
present contents without any loss that 
would ever be noticed. Doubtless, also, 
we would like to add ten or twenty selec- 





Presbyterian, U. S. A. 


RADIO SERIES 
presents 
‘‘BELIEF IS BASIC’’ 





Dr. Earle W. Crawford, 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 


“I Believe in the Holy Spirit” 


May 28, 1950 
over the 
Southern Religious Radio 


Conference Network 


8:30-9:00 AM EST 
7:30-8:00 AM CST 











THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as 


the act of March 3, 1879. 


tions that are greatly beloved in our sec- 
tion of the church. 
ROBERT EXCELL FRY. 
Hollywood, Fla. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I hope that the joint hymnal, when 
issued, will follow the example of the 
present USA hymnal in publishing the 
Apostles’ Creed as it appears in the West- 
minster Standards, rather than, like our 
own Presbyterian Hymnal and Hymnal for 
Christian Worship, editing the historic 
symbol of the faith. 

I hope also that the new hymnal will 
publish the Psalter in its entirety, and 
seriatim. 

STUART D. CURRIE. 


P. S. Mr. McCallie (OUTLOOK, May 8) 
may find William Cowper’s hymn in the 
present USA hymnal, number 241. 


SDC. 
Supports Dr. Lingle 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 
Three cheers for Dr. Lingle! It is re- 


assuring that a venerable and esteemed 
leader of our denomination takes a posi- 
tive stand—and at this time—upon 
abolishing Snedecor Synod. (OUTLOOK, 
Apr. 10). 

May this come to pass promptly and in 
a spirit which will indicate to our Negro 
brethren that our church wants and needs 
them and appreciates their long-suffering 
patience and almost inconceivable loyalty. 

WM. H. WILLIAMS. 

Little Rock, Ark, 


Manse Problem 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Have enjoyed your manse issue (Apr. 
24), but I'll let you in on a secret . 

There are two sides to the manse story. 
Each one we have lived in was freshly 
re-decorated before we moved in, and . 
each one has had to be re-decorated after 
we moved out! 

Our boys have discovered how well their 
colors work on walls and that wallpaper 
can be peeled, with encouragement, of 
course, 

Only the other day we were rejoicing 
in the fact that after being in this manse 
two years, we have no art work on the 
walls, and then—our older son decided to 
try his new Scout knife on the kitchen 
step. 

So, pity the long-suffering deacons who 
sand floors, paint and paper after we 
ministers’ families live in their property. 


GRATEFUL. 


eEDITORS’ NOTE—Lest Grateful feel 
over-conscientious, let it be said that the 
same thing happens in all homes where 
there are normal children; it even happens 
in the deacons’ own homes, so it should 
be no surprise to them, and every person 
who owns rental property recognizes it as 
a part of the procedure. Manse-dwellers 
need not be kept on needles and pins be- 
cause of this fact of life, as much as they 
may wish and try to be model tenants. 


Letters to China 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Mrs. Frank W. Price, now acting 
as secretary of the China Mission, sends 
us the following note quoted from a let- 
ter which she had just received from Dr. 
R. P. Richardson: 


10c a copy. 


$4.00 a year. 


“We cannot now send letters to the 
U. Ss. A. enclosed in another envelope to 
Mr. Ruch of the American Presbyterian 
Mission in Hongkong. The local Post Office 
will not allow it. They have sent such 
letters back to me. It is quite all right, 
of course, for we send them direct to the 
U. S. A. now. As far as Taichow is 
concerned, please advise all friends to send 
their letters direct to Taichow and not via 
Mr. Ruch.” 

“So far there is no such regulation here 
in Shanghai for mailing letters out 
through Mr. Ruch. Most of the letters 
from America now come direct and they 
have been making excellent time.” 

D. J. CUMMING 
Educational Secretary. 
Board of World Missions, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Sermon Should Be Stopped 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Our minister has read a copy of the ser- 
mon mentioned in Mr. Sengel’s letter to 
the editors (OUTLOOK, Apr. 10). It seems 
it is being BROADCAST over the church! 
Personally, I think it should be stopped. 
In the hands of some this sermon can be 
damaging. 

READER. 


Consolidation Needed 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In regard to the appeal for 600 addi- 
tional ministers (OUTLOOK, May 15, In- 
quiring Reporter), I think the best and 
quickest way to handle most of our vacant 
pulpits is to consolidate with other de- 
nominations. Most of our vacant pulpits 
are in churches too small to support a 
minister. 

A. WALTON LITZ. 

Litle Rock, Ark. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including Presbyterian, U. S. and U. S. A. 





EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 

@Knoxville, Tenn.: Kirkwood church, 
314 members; two services on each of four 
Sundays, July 23-Aug. 13; TVA fishing 
good; near Smoky Mt. Natl. Park and U. 
of Tenn. Prefer Washington, D. C., Phila- 
delphia or Harrisburg-Lancaster, Pa. area. 
Need and will provide manse. Daniel John 
Dunbar. 3803 MecCalla Ave., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 


WISH TO SUPPLY PULPIT 

eWill preach and meet pastoral needs 
for use of manse and small honorarium 
during August. Desire suitable vacation 
location, preferrably within 500 to 1,000 
miles of Elk City, Okla. Have USA church 
of 225 members. J. Frederick Speer, 2nd 
and Washington St., Elk City, Okla. 

@In or near Chicago one Sunday in 
August. No manse needed. Elwin H. 
Roberts, 531 Kemper Road, Danville, Va. 

experienced pastor desires summer 
supply work in North or East. Address 
Box 8-50, Presbyterian Outlook. 

@In Florida; four August Sundays; with 
use of manse. O. Caradoc Jones, Smyrna, 
Del. 

e@Two August Sundays in Virginia, North 
or South Carolina, Ga., Tenn., Ala., or Miss. 
H. Milton MacDonald, Covenant church, 
6327 Limekiln Pike, Philadelphia 38, Pa. 


PULPIT SUPPLY WANTED 

e@Centerline, Mich. For July 23 through 
Aug. 20. Two morning sermons (2 miles 
apart); no manse; $100 honorarium. Good 
recreation facilities in Michigan and in 
Metropolitan Detroit. Church is just out- 
side Detroit. Raymond G. Wickersham, 
Box 472, Centerline, Mich. 


second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 





1o 


Tar 


a © 


o the 
Pe to 
-erian 
Office 
such 
right, 
o the 
Ow is 
) send 
t via 


here 
} out 
atters 
they 


Mad 


> ser- 
er to 
eems 
urch! 
pped. 
in be 


S. A. 


urch, 
four 
hing 
d U. 
hila- 
1rea. 
John 
ville, 


eeds 
rium 
ition 
1,000 
urch 

2nd 


in 
. HL 
ja. 
imer 
ress 


with 
rna, 


orth 
Miss. 
irch, 
2. 


ugh 
riles 


out- 
2am, 


nder 





The Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 132. No. 21 May 22, 1950 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19. Virginis 





Assembly Is Urged to Take Many, 


Sometimes Conflicting, Actions 


Overtures from Presbyteries and Synods Follow Pattern of 
Other Years on Presbyterian Reunion, Federal Council, etc. 


Overtures sent up by presbyteries and synods to the 90th General Assembly 
follow the usual pattern, with some differences. 

Last year the largest number urged a satisfactory ‘‘clearing of the record” 
in the ‘‘Richardson Case,’’ whereas only one such overture is offered this year. 
This one is from Charleston Presbytery and sent up before the recent adoption of 


statements by three church Boards. The 
overture asks for more than the state- 
ments took into acount; it asks the 
Assembly to instruct the Boards to ex- 
plain: (1) why they ‘‘remained silent 
when the final decree of the courts. 

was handed down”’; (2) ‘‘that the char- 
acter charges repeated to members of 
the Assembly did not represent ‘addi- 
tional evidence which if brought to 
light would further blacken the charac- 
ter of the Richardson brothers’’’; and 
it calls for all posible publicity to be 
given to these steps. 

Seven overtures this year seek an 
amendment to the Book of Church 
Order re-stating the program and activi- 
ties of the church school. Identical 
overtures come from St. Johns, Charles- 
ton, Brazos; Central Texas, Mid-Texas 
and Paris, with a similar overture from 
Kl Paso. 

Federal 
Council of Churches in some years have 
numbered as many as 12 or 14; this 
year there are only eight, with two pres- 
byteries sending two each. Most of 
these presbyteries send up the same 


Overtures regarding the 


overture year after year. One of these, 
from Lexington-Ebenezer, insists upon 
continued membership but wants issues 
on which there are differences of opin- 
ion to be clearly pointed out; Meridian 
has two with- 
drawal and the other seems to take 
continued membership for granted and 
asks for an annual report on items 
“contrary to the established doctrine 
and polity of our church’’; Mecklenburg 
has two overtures, one of which asks 
for the financing of the Council to be 
studied and the other seeking with- 
drawal; Asheville, Charleston (S. C.), 
and Pee Dee (S. C.) ask withdrawal. 

Three presbyteries seek to obstruct 
union of the Presbyterian Churches, 
US and USA. Mecklenburg and Knox- 
ville ask for the committee to be dis- 
charged and that all ‘‘efforts of acquain- 
tance and cooperation” with the USA 
church be stopped; Meridian asks that 
ho plan of union be adopted. 

Six presbyteries ask for the elmina- 


overtures; one seeks 





tion of Snedecor Memorial Synod as a 
separate synod for Negroes (OUTLOOK, 
Apr. 10). These are Lexington-Ebene- 
zer, Brazos, Lexington, West Hanover, 
Louisville and Kanawha. 

There are five overtures on the In- 
ternational Christian University which 
will be established in Japan. North 
Alabama asks the Assembly to express 
disapproval ‘‘of any efforts to get Pres- 
byterian pastors, the Women of the 
Church, or our youth organizations to 
engage in a financial campaign for this 
non-authorized project.” Central Mis- 
sisissippi asks the Assembly to take no 
action about the project but to support 
the Board of World Missions in its 
decision. Meridian asks that no action 
On the other hand, Mobile, 
East Hanover and Lexington Presbyte- 
ries ask the Assembly ‘“‘to request the 
Board of World Missions to give further 
consideration. 


be taken. 


.With a view to a more 
Mobile asks the 
Assembly itself to ‘‘take such action as 
may be necessary” to this end. El 
Paso wants the action ‘‘considered.”’ 


active participation.”’ 


(Continued next week.) 


Barbour Urges More Aggressive 
Frogram to Meet Church Needs 


Princeton, N. J. (RNS)—Clifford E. 
Barbour, of Knoxville, Tenn., moderator 
of the Presbyterian, USA, General As 
sembly, in a speech here, criticized the 
“Sunday school picnic technique” of 
members of his church in solving its 
problems. 

In the final address of his nation-wide 
tour, Dr. Barbour called for an aggres- 
sive and positive policy in meeting the 
responsibility of the church today. 

He warned of a violent competition 
for men’s loyalties, and stressed that op- 
ponents of the church are never apa- 
thetic or apologetic about their convic- 
tions. 

Dr. Barbour said that “ingenuity and 
imagination in the pews,’’ must play a 
prominent part in an aggressive program 
of church work. 


Two Men Endorsed 
By Presbyteries for 
USA Moderatorship 


Cincinnati Meeting Will 
Also Act on Three Overtures 


Two ministers, Peter K. Emmons, of 
Scranton, Pa., and Hugh Ivan Evans, 
of Dayton, O., have been endorsed by 
their presbyteries as nominees for the 
moderatorship of the 162nd General 
Assembly, which meets at the Taft Andi- 
torium, Cincinnati, May 18-24. Dr. 
Evans is pastor of Westminster Church, 
Dayton, and Dr. Emmons serves the 
Westminster Church, Scranton. Both 
have had outstanding records of service 
as pastors and as leaders of the denom- 
ination, also as leaders on the interde- 
nominational and ecumenical level. Both 
were graduated from Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. Both are leaders in 
the missionary enterprises of the 
church, Dr. Emmons serving as vice- 
president of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions and Dr. Evans as a member of 
the Board of National Missions. 

A strong program has been arranged 
for the Assembly, bringing to focus the 
church’s Kingdom-building tasks in 
many areas, including national and for- 
eign missions, Christian education 
evangelism, and philanthropy. 


Vote on Overtures 


One of the principal items of busi 
ness will be the report on the vote 
on Overtures A, B, and C, which deal 
with the structure of the church. These 
overtures were sent down by the 16\1st 
General Assembly to the presbyteries. 
Overture A deals with the synodical 
str :cture, proposing the rearrangement 
and reconstitution of synods along geo- 
graphical lines and a ccrding to church 
population. Overture B calls for an 
increase in the membership and the 
powers of the General Council and in- 
volves the setting up of a new office 
of executive secretary of the council. 
Overture C calls for the establishment 
of a permanent special committee on 
nominations which would nominate 
candidates for the moderatorship of the 
General Assembly and candidates for 
other offices on the boards and agencies 
of the church. On April 30 the vote 
of the presbyteries stood as follows: 
Overture A, affirmative 139, negative 
65; Overture B, affirmative 94, negative 
110; Overture C, affirmative 99, nega- 
tive 104. 

The Assembly will have before it an 








action taken by its General Council at 
its recent Philadelphia meeting protest- 
ing the diplomatic representation oi 
this country at the Vatican. The 
Council sent its protest to President 
‘bruman, Secretary of State Acheson and 
niembers of the U. S. Senate insisting 
that ‘the basic American principle of 
the separation of church and _ state, 


upon Which our government was 


tounded, should be followed meticu- 


lously. .in spirit as well as in letter. 


New Mexico Situation 


Another topic on which the General 
Council has concentrated its interest 
is the New Mexico schools situation. 
Evidence has come to light showing that 
efforts are being made on the part of 
Roman Catholics to circumvent the de 
cision of the courts in the Dixon case. 
Many of the members of the Dixon 
Free Schools Committee were members 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA, and 
appeals have been made by them to the 
General Council to help them in their 
light tor preservation of the separation 
of church and state in New Mexico. 

A program of popular meetings has 
been arranged under the theme, “Our 
Church Forward in Fifty,’ and the 
Biblical text, ‘in the strength of His 
might.”” These meetings seek to pre- 
sent ua picture of the total work of the 


church. 
Women's Groups to Meet 


Close to 4,000 delegates and visitors 
are expected to attend the quadrennial 
meeting of the National 
Women’s Organizations at Ocean Grove, 
N. J., June 13-19, 1950. 

Goals for the next 
1950-54, will be formulated. 
are (1) complete elimination of any 


Council of 


quadrennium, 
Included 


type of segregation from all Presbyte- 
rian churches and women’s societies, 
(2) inereased support of the world-wide 
the church at home and 
will be built 


inission of 
abroad. The program 
around an examination of the main 
forces at work in the world today which 
challenge Christianity, such as increas- 
ing secularism, social pressures, includ- 
ing race, aleoholism, economic insecur- 
ity and totalitarian 


movements, and group life problems in- 


unemployment, 


cluding family and community relation- 
Julian Price Love, of 
Seminary will 


ship problems. 
Louisville Theological 
lead the morning worship on Sunday, 
June 11. 

WALTON W. RANKIN. 


Philadelphia. 


Korean Presbyterian Assembly 
Is Forced to Adjourn Meeting 


The General Assembly 
Church, 


Seoul (RNS) 
of the 
meeting in Haikyu, was forced to ad- 


Korean Presbyterian 
journ after four days of trying to or- 
ganize. It will meet again in Septem- 
ber. 

Violent disagreement arose in the As- 


sembly over the seating of certain dele- 
gates from sections where missionaries 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
and of the Independent Board of Pres- 
byterian Missions, have been active since 
the war. 

The four missionaries of these two 
churches recently carried on a vigorous 
Dodds and 
evangelists, 


campaign to prevent Gil 


Robert Pierce, American 
from conducting an evangelistic cam- 
paign here under the auspices of the 


National Christian Council. 


Compulsory Flag Bowing 
Abolished in Korea 


Seoul (RNS) 
the compulsory flag salute in Korea. 


Bowing is no longer 


Many Christians regarded that type of 
salute as akin to worship. 

The State Council has ordered that 
quiet attention 
until the command to salute is given, at 


assemblies remain at 


which time the right hand is raised and 
placed on the lett side of the chest. 

Another change is in the abolition 
of required silent prayer in honor of de- 
ceased patriots, heretofore obligatory at 
all public functions. This is now re- 
quired only of army and police assem- 
blies. 


ATS Trustees Join in 
‘‘Richardson Case’’ Resolution 


Assembly’s Training School trustees, 
in their recent meeting, adopted a reso- 
lution on the “Richardson case,” elected 
a new president of their Board, and 
named a new member of the faculty. 


The resolution on the Richardson case 
was a close parallel to those adopted 
previously by the Boards of Education 
and Church Extension (OUTLOOK, May 
1), with one additional paragraph which 
expressed ‘‘the earnest prayer of the 
Board that the church, its agencies, 
members and church papers will like- 
wise accept the report of the Judicial 
Commission as a satisfactory conclusion 
of the matter.” 


Judge M. Ray Doubles, of Richmond, 
was named president of the Board suc- 
ceeding A. L. Currie. 


Sara Little, Charlotte, N. C., on the 
staff of the synod’s religious education 
committee, will join the faculty after a 
year of graduate study, dividing her time 
between the religious education and field 
work departments. Mary Garland Tay- 
lor will take the place of Rachel Hen- 
derlite next year during her visiting 
professorship in Japan. 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks 





About Building Fund Campaigns 


Do you have a formula which you recommend to churches on which a rea- 


sonable building fund campaign may be based—i. e., relation to total annual 


gifts, etc., and across how many years? 


ALLOTT W. YADON, Wells Organiza- 
tions, Washington, D. C.—-Four times 
annual giving over a 2% year period is 


average. Some churches are able to 
contribute seven to ten times under pro- 


fessional direction. 


A. C. MARTS of MARTS & LUNDY, 
New York—We have a “rule-of-thumb”’ 
formula based on three factors: (1) 
The number of members; (2) the gen- 
eral economic status of the church as 
to whether it’s a working man’s church, 
middle economic man’s church, or a 
church where members are chiefly in 
the higher income brackets; (3) the 
annual gifts of the members for con- 
gregational and benevolence expenses. 
For the application of this formula for 
a church whose members are in the mid- 
dle income brackets, multiply the num- 
ber of members by $100, multiply the 
annual gifts of the members by three, 
add these two figures and divide by two. 
The result will be approximately the 
amount of money which can be raised 
in 30 months subscriptions . . . fora 
non-recurring capital building fund. We 
have a more scientific formula which 
we apply after our director gets on the 
job and which takes into account the 


economic status and degree of interest 


of each member of the congregation as 
revealed in a survey appraisal. 


WARD, WELLS & DRESHMAN, New 
York—tThere is no formula that could 
be applied with equal success to 
churches requiring the raising of build- 
ing funds. Obviously a church might 
reasonably be expected to give to the 
extent of four times the annual budget- 
ary gifts. In some instances churches 
whose membership includes wealthy in- 
dividuals can give as much as eight to 
ten times the annual budget while others 
would have a struggle to give more than 
three times the annual budget. The an- 
swer is only available after a thorough 
study of resources in manpower and 
wealth essential to the outcome of a 
specific objective. 


J.S. BRACEWELL, Houston, Texas— 
A special deposit of $2 per week for each 
$1000 indebtedness created, bearing 5% 
interest; no church thus to pledge more 
than 1/3 of its avcrage weekly revenues. 
This liquidates in thirteen years. 


KETCHUM, INC., Pittsburgh, Pa.— 
We have a somewhat elastic formula 
which indicates that a congregation can 
raise four or five times its annual budget 
on a building fund campaign with 
pledges running into three tax years. 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 





Days of Heaven Upon the Earth 


“The days of heaven upon the earth.” 
Deuteronomy 11:21. 


N THE FAREWELL MESSAGE of 

Moses to his people he enumerated 

the evils that would come upon 
them if they forgot their God, and he 
also reminded them of the blessings 
that would be theirs if they obeyed. 
Among others he told them that their 
lives should be as “the days of heaven 
upon the earth!” These words arrest 
the attention of the reader. They seem 
to open the door to a new world. 

In Stevenson’s ‘‘Will o’ the Mill’? he 
tells of a party of wanderers who met 
an old man shod with iron shoes. The 
traveler paused and asked them whither 
they were going, and they answered 
“To the Eternal City.’”” He looked upon 
them sadly. “I have sought it,” he 
said, ‘‘over most of the world. Three 
such pairs of shoes have I worn out on 
the journey and the fourth is grow- 
ing slender beneath my steps, and still 
] have not found it.’”’ Then turning 
sadly he left them and went upon his 
way. 

We are all seeking the Eternal City. 
It is the final goal of our thinking, 
the hope that cheers us in our days of 
discouragement and failure. 


Most Misunderstand 

But is it not true that most of us 
are astray in our fundamental concep- 
tion of heaven? We regard it as a far- 
off land of mystery, altogether apart 
from the lives we live here. This was 
not the truth that Jesus left us. He 
never spoke of death as we use the 
word. To him it was only sleep. As 
we cross the line from one day to an- 
other, silently, unconsciously, and 
hardly know we have crossed it at all, 
so Jesus taught that we shall pass the 
narrow boundary that divides the here 
from the hereafter. 

With this truth, there is another that 
is inseparable from it. Heaven is not 
only to be enjoyed here in the antici- 
pation; it is also to be experienced in 
the realization. There are days of 
heaven here for those who are willing 
to live in obedience to the will of God. 


Heaven’s Features Here 

Let us try to understand the mean- 
ing of this promise that Moses made 
long ago. What are some of the fea- 
tures of heaven that may be realized 
here? 

When we were children we asked 
where Heaven is and were told that it 
is “up above.’’ We have long ago left 
behind this childish conception of the 
hereafter, but there is a sense in which 
that definition is true. 

“Up” refers to the opposite direction 
indicated by the attraction of gravita- 


MAY 22, 1950 


By STUART NYE HUTCHISON 
6 


tion. An object that goes up does so 
in spite of the downward pull of things. 
In this sense heaven is above. The in- 
habitants are no longer bound by the 
forces that draw the soul downward. 
They are free. And we can enter upon 
that life here. When by the grace of 
God we are able to put the pretty things 
of this world, its temptations and fears, 
under our feet we have entered upon 
the days of heaven upon the earth. 

Do you think that it mattered to 
Jesus that he had no place to lay his 
head; that he was often hungry; that 
he was despised and rejected of men; 
that he was crucified? Do you believe 
that it mattered to Paul or Francis of 
Assisi? Earthly circumstances to them 
were below. They were as the stones 
beneath their feet. They themselves 
were above them. They were living in 
the uplands where the winds of heaven 
blow and the everlasting light shines. 


The Father’s House 


Again heaven is the Father’s House. 
So Jesus defined it, and there is no 
other definition that so completely 
satisfies us as this one. But we need 
not wait for death to open the door 
to enter the Father’s House. 

In one of the galleries of Paris there 
is a picture entitled “The Game of 
Life.”” In the foreground of the paint- 
ing is a chess table. The game is over. 
On one side of the table sits a young 
man with his head sunken on his breast 
and a look of despair upon his face. 
He has risked all on the game, and lost. 

On the other side, half-risen from 
his chair, and looking down at the 
figure before him with a sneer of con- 
tempt on his face is Satan. The young 
man has played with sin, and like every 
other who enters that game he has lost. 

One day the champion chess player 
of France passed through the gallery. 
He became interested in that picture. 


He saw at once that the artist who had 
painted it was a master of chess. He 
began to study the positions of the 
men upon the chess-board. He made a 
drawing of it and took it to his home 
and studied it. After several days he 
said: There is one move still that 
young man can make that will save 
him from defeat. It is the only one 
left, but if he makes it he can win.” 

There is but one move the repentant 
sinner can make. Jesus told us of it in 
the greatest of all his parables. ‘I 
will arise and go to my father.” And 
he arose and went. When the father 
came forth to meet him and embraced 
him and gave him a seat again with 
the family, do you think it would have 
been necessary to have explained to that 
young man what heaven meant? 

When the door of the Father’s House 
swings open for the repentant sinner, 
whether it is there or here, that is 
heaven. He may know now, if he will, 
the joys of the days of heaven upon 
the earth. 

Another characteristic of heaven is 
Rest. We cannot think of the earth 
somehow without thinking of weariness. 
There are the physical loads that weight 
us down. There are mental cares, bur- 
dens of anxiety for ourselves and those 
who are dependent upon us. And there 
are the yearnings of the soul crying 


oer) 


out for relief. 

We look away into the future with 
faith and hope, for has not God said, 
“There remaineth therefore a rest for 
the people of God’’? 


Work Without Friction 


But we must understand the mean- 
ing of the word ‘‘rest’”’ as it is used by 
our Lord. Rest is not ideleness. No 
man or woman can ever find happiness 
in an idle brain and folded hands. 

Rest is not idleness. It is work freed 
from the things that make it hard, work 
without friction. It is the friction that 
retards and wears out a machine. It 
is not the work so much that makes us 





served in that office in 1942-43. 
Steubenville, Ohio, 1904-06; 


First (US), Norfolk, Va., 1910-21; 


and Maryville colleges. 


in Pittsburgh. 





N our series of sermons by four Presbyterian, USA, ministers this year, Stuart 
a Nye Hutchison, long-time minister at East Liberty in Pittsburgh, Pa., now 

minister emeritus, follows Dr. Wishart whose sermon appeared here March 
20. Dr. Hutchison is also a former moderator of the General Assembly, having 
He is a native of Pleasant Plains, N. Y. His 
ministerial service, following graduation at Princeton Seminary, has included 
these pastorates: assistant, South Park church, Newark, N. J., 1903-04; First, 
First Reformed church, Newark, N. J., 1906-10: 
East Liberty, Pittsburgh, 1921-47. Dr. 
Hutchison has been for some years a member of the Drafting Committee of the 
Plan of Reunion for the US and USA churches. 
was chairman of the Presbyterian Wartime Service Commission. 
tee of Princeton and Western seminaries, and of Lafayette, Wilson, Grove City 
He is the author of a number of books, including par- 
ticularly effective story sermons for children. 


During part of the last war he 
He is a trus- 


He continues to make his home 














weary. It is the friction. You set out 
today to perform some service for God 
or for men, and for a little while you 
run free and strong, and then the speed 
slows down and the going becomes 
hard. You have come in conflict with 
your selfish interests, and the wheels 
drag heavily, and your life is worn out 
trying to fulfill a purpose which ought 
to have been easy. 

The rest of heaven is work without 
friction. When sin and selfishness have 
been done away with, work will be 
rest. This is the rest that remaineth 
for the people of God. 

We look away at the setting sun and 
dream of such a life, but is it neces- 
sary to wait till the evening to be- 
gin it? May we not have it here and 
now? When there 
before our vision in all our 


Surely we may. 
flashes 
work, in our business, in our profes- 
sional and home life, the light of per- 
fect unselfishness, when we are willing 
to leave all and follow him, then we 
shaJl Lave entered upon the days of 
heaven upon the earth. 


Readiness to Serve 


Again, it is said of the inhabitants 
of heaven, ‘“‘And | saw the dead, small 
and great, stand before God.” Stand- 
ing before a king had a particular signi- 
ficance. It meant readiness and will- 
ingness to serve. David stood before 
Saul waiting to perform his bidding. 
Elijah stood before Jehovah the will- 
ing servant of his will. 

We all expect to stand before God 
in the Hereafter. But we can as truly 
stand before him here. Elijah was as 
much God’s messenger on Mount Car- 
mel as he was on the Mount ot Trans- 
figuration. The of our 
times is for men to stand before God 


erying need 


now, to begin their days of heaven here 
on the earth. 

Back in the early eighties Mr. Glad- 
stone, prime minister of Great Britain, 


wrote a letter to Henry Drummond, 
asking him to stand for the British 
Parliament. It was a high honor to be 
a member of the House of Commons. 
It was a still higher honor to be bidden 
to that high place by the greatest 
statesman of his age. But Henry Drum- 
mond wrote that he had other work to 
do. God had called him to stand be- 
fore the young manhood of the English- 
speaking world and point them to the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the sin 
of the world, and he would not for- 
sake that task even at the call of the 
prime minister. He was standing be- 
fore God. 


The Presence of Christ 


Finally, that which makes heaven 
such a joy in the anticipation is the 
longed-for presence of Christ. And we 
may have that presence here upon the 
earth. He himself told us so! ‘Lo, I 
am with you always.” 

When in 1866 David Livingstone 
came home from Africa he went to 
Glasgow to receive his doctor’s degree. 
The students, as has been the custom 
from time immemorial, crowded the 
galleries to make sport of the men who 
were to be honored. At length Living- 
They looked 
upon his tall and wasted figure; upon 
his arm, mutilated by the attack of the 
lion and hanging useless at his side; 
upon his 


stone stood before them. 


furrowed 
marching and fever. 


face, with 
Their weapons of 
ridicule feel from their hands and they 
bowed their heads in reverence. He 
told them of his years in the Dark 
Continent; of the hardship and home- 
sickness, and then he said: “Do you 
know what made me strong to face and 
endure and love it all? 


deep 


It was the con- 
stant presence of him who said, ‘I am 
with you always.’ ”’ 

Those days in Africa had been to 
him days of 


heaven upon the earth, 


because of the unseen presence that 


marched beside him. 

Days of heaven do not depend upon 
golden streets and jasper walls. There 
is many a humble home which is a 
veritable heaven because Christ is 
there. The soul who is living close 
to him need not wait till death to taste 
the bliss of the redeemed. Here upon 
this earth, walking these common 
streets, doing day by day our weary 
tasks, we may stand in the everlasting 
presence, and for us heaven is begun. 


Is This Heaven? 


I well remember the first time ] 
passed through the city of Chicago. 
Long before the train reached there 
we could see the smoke on the far 
horizon. When the conductor passed | 
said, “Is that Chicago?” ‘Yes,’ he 
said, “but it is a long way off.”’ By 
and by we came to a town and I asked 
if that was Chicago. ‘“No,” he an- 
swered, “this is only the suburbs.” 
Finally we did enter the city, but it 
did not seem different from what we 
had just passed through. There were 
the same lights, the same street cars, 
the same endless lines of houses and 
shops, the same _ people. Everything 
We had just crossed 
over the line and entered the city 
proper, that was all. 

It is possible to live so near heaven 
here that our days will be days of 
heaven on the earth. The same light 
will shine on the pathway; the same 
joy will fill the soul, the same com- 
panions will be our comrades along the 
road, and when it comes to crossing the 
line it will be but passing out of the 
environs into the city. 

Let us strive like Enoch to walk with 
God. Let us pray that he may change 
us from glory to glory till our last great 
change appears. Then when it does 
come it will be but the passing out 
of the dawn into the day, out of the 
suburbs into the city. 


looked the same. 


@ This report, approved by the Council on Christian Relations and the Board 


of Church Extension, will be submitted to the coming General Assembly 


Divorce and Re- Marriage 


As in the light of this interpretation, 
then, we seek to arrive at a sound and 
faithful Christian position for our own 
day, we are driven to the following con- 
clusion: 


V. In determining practically whether 
a specific divorce is necessary and valid, 
and also in deciding whether a particu- 
lar remarriage of divorced persons is 
to be approved, the church should judge 
each case on its own merits. 


There is no doubt that, so examined, 
a great many divorces or hoped-for di- 
vorces would justify no Christian sanc- 
tion whatever. As in earlier times, so 
nowadays some people seek release from 
marital ties for petty and selfish rea- 
sons, and when they do the church has 


b 


Last of Three Installments 


no call to condone what amounts to a 
pagan design. To do so is to pamper 
man's lower nature and to cheapen mar- 
riage. 

Nevertheless, the fact must not be 
forgotten that matrimonial ships can be 
sunk, and totally sunk, when all per- 
sons aboard them desperately wish to 
keep them afloat. They can be ripped 
apart not only by the reefs of immoral 
ambition—they can also be battered to 
pieces by angry waves of circumstances: 
by situations where no sin is present, 
but only tragedy and cruel sorrow. And 
when such calamities occur, what is the 


church to say and do? 

Let us take an imaginary but not un- 
typical case. A young woman, a Prot- 
estant, is married to a man of another 
faith; but where her conscience bids 
her let her husband stick to his own 
faith, his conscience drives him to con- 
vert her to the faith of what he calls 
the ‘only true church.’”’ In this he is 
abetted by his mother, and the two wage 
an unremitting campaign of criticism, 
cajolery and intimidation that not only 
undermines the girl’s love but destroys 
her peace of mind. At last the girl goes 
to her pastor, but by then she hates her 
mother-in-law and her love for her hus- 
band is gone forever. She has tried 
honestly and hard to make the marriage 
work, but now it is dead. Shall her pas- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





tor 
yore 
riag 


bids 
shiy 
and 
mal 
mit 
con 
onl: 
Chr 
it I 
rab 
tut’ 


hus 


the 
ker 
at 


no 
pu 


pon 
ere 
: 

is 
lose 
aste 
pon 
non 
ary 
‘ing 


1Z0. 
ere 


jing 
sed 
city 


ven 

of 
ght 
ume 


the 
the 
the 


vith 
nge 
‘eat 
loes 
out 
the 


un- 
rot- 
her 
vids 
ywn 





tor say she has no valid cause for di- 
yorce and bid her “go on with the mar- 
riage”? 

See what happens if he does. He 
bids a wife go on maintaining a partner- 
ship drained of all that made it joyous 
and sacred, to go on cohabiting, with a 
man she has ceased to love, and to sub- 
mit herself, body and soul to to a civil 
contract that has become, spiritually, 
only the shell of a marriage. Is that 
Christianity in action? Rather, to put 
it bluntly in the words of an American 
rabbi, ‘‘That is sadism; that is prosti- 
tution; that is all that is deplorable and 
unspeakable.’”’ That is perhaps to com- 
pound the whole atrocity by a consci- 
ence no less perverted than that of the 
husband and his mother. 


What About the Children? 


But someone may say: What about 
the children—should we not insist on 
keeping a home together for their sakes 
at least? To this the only flat answer 
must be, “It all depends.” There is 
no denying the fact that when divorce 
puts a wall between two parents it also 
drives daggers into the sensitive spirits 
of their children. Moreover, according 
to Dr. Goode’s studies for the Saturday 
Evening Post, ‘‘The bewilderment and 
emotional upset such children suffer at 
the time their parents break up, brutal 
as that can be, is only part of the pic- 
ture. All the evidence is that the 
chance of their getting into trouble is 
much greater, and that they are far more 
likely to be unhappy even in their adult 
life than children of normal homes.” 
All of which, beyond question, is a 
powerful argument in support of every 
honest and reasonable effort by the 
church to prevent homes with children 
from cracking up. 

Yet here again no blanket rule can 
be successfully applied. For while chil- 
dren can be scarred for life by their 
parents’ separation, they may also be 
scarred in still more tragic ways by be- 
ing confined to a home that crackles 
with incurable conflict and _ tension. 
Most authorities would agree with Dr. 
Walter Stokes, a recognized psychi- 
atrist, when, in writing of the increase 
of crimes and mental disorders, he de- 
clared: ‘‘Much of the trouble is prop- 
erly associated with divorce and broken 
homes. But it is futile to think that 
this can be corrected by coercing un- 
happy parents to continue a life of do- 
mestic misery in the vain hope that this 
will benefit their children.’’ Nor can 
one meaning of this for the church be 
difficult to see. For the sake of the 
children involved if no one else, it may 
be far better at times, as a last resort 
and regardless of the cause of their 
parents’ separation, to declare a home 
validly broken rather than to hold it 
together as a hot-bed of devastating un- 
happiness and hostility. 

And certainly when the choice is 
between saving young lives and obey- 
ing an ancient rule, the Christian 
course seems clear: the rule must be 
set aside, 
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The question may come, but would 
not a stand so liberal prove a peril to 
the whole institution of marriage? Is 
it not better, even at the risk of hurt- 
ing a few people, to safeguard marriage 
by throwing about it a solid wall of 
rules than to see it overrun by contempt 
and disrespect? It is a fair question, 
but the answer is not necessarily “‘Yes.”’ 
For the duty of the church is not only 
to safeguard marriage but to elevate it 
too, and the elevation of marriage in the 
eyes of men is obviously far more than 
a matter of preserving its outward 
forms. A rule may work to the eleva- 
tion of marriage, but it may also work 
to its degradation. The civil rule in 
South Carolina, passed in 1878 to safe- 
guard marriage, prohibited divorce for 
any cause; but since then South Caro- 
lina found it necessary to regulate, by 
another law, the amount of his prop- 
erty a man may give to his “‘affinity’’— 
a fact that points to the rise of illicit 
living and “legalized concubinage’’ as 
a by-product of the state’s one-time po- 
sition on divorce. And just so a simi- 
lar pitfall may beset the church. 


By applying to every case a rule 
that declares in effect that no mar- 
riage is truly and properly broken 
except for one or two causes, a 
church may be able, to be sure, to 
keep the forms of many particular 
marriages intact. But it is hard to 
see how, by any such practice, the 
church can best achieve the goal it 
seeks. 


Rules for Re-marriage? 


At this point, however, someone may 
say, “It is all well and good to recognize 
the right of a couple to separate and 
perhaps to be divorced by the _ state 
when their marriage dies, but should 
not the church at least insist on certain 
binding rules when they seek re-mar- 
riage?”’ 

Here again the wise and fruitful ap- 
plication of rules is never easy. Shall 
a minister take the position, for ex- 
ample, that he will re-marry only the 
so-called “innocent party’”’ in a divorce 
suit? The trouble about this position 
is, the innocent party in the eyes of the 
state is not always the innocent p:) 
when judged by the law of Christ. As 
someone has well said, ‘‘A court, con- 
cerned exclusively with legal grounds 
for action, has neither the opportunity 
nor the right to go into all the physical, 
psychological, intimately personal fac- 
tors which underlie the catastrophe. But 
these factors are there, and they vitally 
concern the whole issue of responsi- 
bility, which to some extent or other 
is almost invariably mutual. For the 
chureh and its ministers to hide behind 
a technical court decision is to run away 
from those very moral and_ spiritual 
questions which it is their prime, indeed 
their sacred, duty to consider.’”’ To us, 
this contention seems unanswerable. 
Only by considering each case upon its 
merits, we are convinced, can the church 
be sure of escaping the Pharisaic sin of 


cleansing ‘“‘the outside of the cup and 
the platter” only. 


A Second Chance 


But suppose careful investigation un- 
covers genuine guilt—-what then? Shall 
a person who has offended in his first 
marital relation, as one minister puts 
it, ‘‘never be allowed to re-marry? Is 
there to be no second chance for first 
offenders in marriage as in other social 
relations? No such thing as probation, 
and restoration to normal, happy, 
righteous life? Above all, in religion, 
which is the church’s chief concern, is 
there to be no forgiveness of sin?” 

Any church that gives a flat and final 
“no”? to these questions takes upon it- 
self not simply a terrific moral respon- 
sibility, but a responsibility which the 
rospels, taken as a whole, give it no 
right to assume. To set aside, in obedi- 
ence to a legalistic rule, the great Chris- 
tian doctrines of forgiveness and _ re- 
pentance is to be guilty of unbecoming 
harshness—a severity that cannot fail 
to bring down upon the church’s head 
the just condemnation of men and to 
invite a serious loss of respect for the 
church’s moral leadership. To be sure, 
even in the light of these great doctrines 
a church on occasion may feel it neces- 
sary to refuse to give its approval to a 
desired re-marriage. Yet the fact re- 
mains that to deny the appeal of every 
guilty applicant, regardless of his pres- 
ent spiritual attitude, is to make of an 
unbending law a kind of moral tyrant 
with power to wound and maim the 
spirit. 





If in a mood of genuine penitence 
and with a deep desire to found a 
Christian family for whose sake one 
is determined to sin no more, a guilty 
man or woman comes to the church 
to seek re-marriage, it is hard to see 
how it does that person any good, or 
the church and the world any good, 
to withhold the Christian blessing 
and thus in effect to impose a sen- 
tence of life imprisonment for past 
mistakes. 


The more excellent way, by every 
Christian test, is suggested by a story 
out of his own experience by the minis- 
ter quoted above. <A couple came to 
him to be married, and they wanted, he 
said, ‘‘a religious, not merely a civil, 
ceremony. They had been to their own 
and to other churches, only to be re- 
fused and turned away. I asked ques- 
tions and found that they had both been 
divorced. I asked deeper and more in- 
timate questions and uncovered facts 
which troubled me sorely. On the other 
hand, I liked this man and this woman. 
They were honest—they hid nothing. 
They seemed sincere in their penitence 
for their past and noble in their high 
resolve for the future. Above all, they 
manifestly loved one another and were 
eager to prove in this new relation their 
integrity and truth. I kept them wait- 
ing three days for my decision—then, 
stricken with the feeling that I was 
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weakly surrendering to sentiment, I 
married them. Regularly each year 
thereafter, as the wedding date came 
around, I received from this husband 
and wife a letter telling of their life 
together. They were happy; they had 
a home and friends; children had come 

.to bless them. Their marriage 
was successful. After terrible mistakes 
and sorrows, they had found one an- 
other, and in one another the perfect 
life of love.”’ 

It is toward this personal method of 
dealing with a divorce and divorcees that 
a growing number of churches in re- 
cent years have been steadily moving. 
The trend today is unmistakably away 
from a strictly legalistic approach to 
finely and fundamentally 
For example, the Episcopal 
Church, though still engaged in study 


one more 
spiritual. 


and debate concerning its marriage laws, 
in 1947 made effective certain revisions 
of its canons; and one of these makes 
it possible for each bishop, under cer- 
tain canonical regulations, to grant the 
privilege of re-marriage by the church 
to an Episcopalian who has_ been 
divorced (or one who wishes to marry 
a divorced person) provided the bishop 
and his Council of Advisors after due 
investigation are convinced ‘‘the parties 
intend a true Christian marriage.” The 
Methodist Church, while declaring that 
“no minister may re-marry a divorced 
person whose wife or husband is still 
living and unmarried,” adds that this 
regulation does not apply to the re- 
marriage of divorced persons whose first 
marriage has been destroyed by various 
“vicious conditions” (such as physical or 
mental cruelty and adultery) which “in- 
validated the marriage vow’——and it 
leaves the decision in each case to the 
local minister. 


Change in Standards Considered 


Whether a change in our own stand- 
ards in that direction would now be ac- 
ceptable to our church as a whole, we 
do not know; but it may be that by some 
such formula, carefully and prayerfully 
and patiently appplied by individual pas- 
tors or special committees, a great deal 
of our present confusion and distress 
might be done away. 

Much as we covet a more realistic 
position for our church, however, we 
cannot close this report without voicing 
our conviction that a mere revision of 
our standards—helpful as it might be 
will not be enough. Touching on 
divorce in its 1938 report, our Assem- 
bly’s Committee on Social and Moral 
Welfare declared, “The solution of this 
problem is not to be reached so much 
by restricting divorce as by strengthen- 
ing marriage’; and that sentiment we 











now should like to underscore. For 
after all is said and done by way of de- 
ploring divorce and trying to stop it, 
the fact remains that divorce itself is not 
the basic evil. 


Divorce in reality is but a symptom: 
an outward and visible sign of the 
inward wreckage of a marriage; so 
that if any real and lasting cure is 
to be applied the church must take 
care, while doing all it can to treat 
the symptoms, to center its main at- 
tack upon the underlying factors that 
really cause the disease. And what 
this calls for, in practical terms is 
a far more effective program for the 
preparation of young people for Chris- 
tian marriage. 


Our present program in this field, 
while better than it used to be, still 
falls far short of what it ought to be. 
In this respect, of course, our church 
and others are but a part of their age. 
It is one of the woeful moral weak- 
nesses of our culture that, while we 
fully believe in training young people to 
be skillful doctors, lawyers, teachers, 
and musicians, we leave the whole mat- 
ter of marriage and family training 
pretty much to chance. But divorce will 
not be checked and conquered, and last- 
ing Christian homes can never be guar- 
anteed, by allowing young people to ac- 
quire the special facts and attitudes they 
need merely by picking these up as best 
they can. 


More Than Preaching 


Neither can this all-important job be 
done by preaching alone. Sound and 
regular preaching on marriage will 
always be a “‘must”’ in the church’s pro- 
gram; but preaching by itself will never 
suffice to make a young person a skilled 
and Christian home-maker any more 
than such preaching alone can make of a 
young man a Christian surgeon. In 
marriage as well as in medicine, if either 
is to be made a successful career, there 
is urgent bed-rock need for more than 
ideals and inspiration. Young people 
who go into either field must be given 
the facts and technical skills which that 
specific career demands and on which 
its life depends. 

All this cannot be emphasized too 
strongly. If the church today does noth- 
ing more than voice alarm at the rise 
of broken homes, to rail against divorce, 
and to sound forth the pious cry that 
the family must be saved, it may not be 
guilty of ‘doing those things that it 
ought not to have done’’—but it is 
clearly guilty of leaving undone many 
things that it ‘‘ought to have done.’”’ 
And if as a result of any such deeds of 
omission, moreover, many of its young 
people see their marriages wrecked for 
lack of sound and proper knowledge, 
the church must humbly accept the fact 
that it stands condemned as an acces- 
sory—a__— particeps  criminis—to the 
whole disaster. 

Careful, down-to-earth training for 
the delicate task of home-making can- 
not be dismissed as a fad or frill in the 


field of education. Its effectiveness ip 
keeping homes unbroken is a tested fact. 
Recent surveys of college graduates who 
in their student days took courses jn 
marriage and family living have brought 
to light this heartening fact: such young 
people had founded a far higher pro- 
portion of stable homes than the group 
who had not had such courses. And 
Dr. Paul Popenoe, director of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Family Relations in Los 
Angeles, offers similar testimony. Young 
people who had received thorough pre- 
marital education, he found after care- 
ful studies of various groups, seldom fell 
victim to serious marriage failures or 
divorce. The fact, therefore, is incon- 
testable: when marriage is rightly un- 
dergirded, mentally, morally and _ so- 
cially, broken homes rarely if ever oc- 
cur. 


Preparation for Marriage 


If our church then is really serious 
about saving the family, it will begin 
at this crucial point. Instead of wait- 
ing until homes are half-broken before 
starting its attack on specific divorces, 
it will begin the attack before the homes 
are founded. It will seek to prevent 
divorce by preparing for marriage. 
Through teaching, counseling, special 
discussion groups, well-planned and 
careful courses in the church school— 
by these and other methods it will un- 
dertake the task of fortifying marriage 
at all its foundation levels. It will 
come to grips with all the factors— 
moral, psychological, mental and social 
—by which a marriage can be built or 
broken. It will not hesitate to help its 
young people learn the facts of sex in 
such a way that sex becomes, not a 
shame and a menace, but a handmaiden 
to marriage happiness and stability. It 
will help its young people to find the 
sort of recreation that sends them, 
strong of mind and body, into all the 
joys and responsibilities of family living. 
Instead of simply preaching, it will teach 
and train. 


Even so, the church will not always 
suceed. Even with the best of spirit 
and the best of programs, it will not 
make people perfect in marriage any 
more than it makes them perfect any- 
where else. It should not expect to. 


For the sake of approaching the 
Christian ideal more often, however, 
our church is clearly called upon to re- 
think its spiritual role in dealing with 
marriage and marriage failures. Here as 
elsewhere, it must deal with men in love 
and compassion, never reacting so 
strongly against pagan standards that 
it denies the spirit of its own gospel. 
It may not need to renounce entirely 
its role as law-giver and judge, but its 
first and dominant aim should be to 
handle the 
teacher. 


problem as pastor and 
Only so, we believe, will the 
church rightly follow him who came 
“not to condemn” but to save. Only 
so will it get the best results, and only 
so will its voice convince when it de- 
plores and opposes divorce. 
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EDITORIAL 





The Report on Divorce 


With this issue we complete the re- 
port of the Assembly’s Council on Chris- 
tian Relations on the question of 
Divorce and Re-Marriage. This report, 
now en route to the General Assembly, 
has been approved by the Council and 
also by the Board of Church Extension. 
These facts in themselves augur for a 
favorable reception by the Assembly. 

This problem has been under study 
since 1945, but, of course, from the 
point of view of pastors, it has had far 
more serious and extended considera- 
tion than that. Every pastor has felt 
the difficulty of the church’s position in 
insisting upon a legalistic interpretation 
of situations which defy the legalisms 
of church or state. All kinds of prac- 
tices have feen followed, depending on 
the pastor. Some married no 
divorcees; some have sought to deter- 
mine the “innocent party’’; some have 
made an issue of it ‘‘when they knew 
about it” and at other times have gone 
blithely on their way; still others have 
relied upon a Session or, at times, upon 


have 
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committees of presbytery to make the 
decision for them. 
however, 


All such committees, 
have fallen back upon the 
church’s own stand which the Council 
has now thoroughly examined in the 
light of the best interpretations of the 
New Testament. 

Thoughtful people can hardly help 
agreeing with the broad conclusions of 
the report. For one thing, it insists 
that we stop long enough to look at the 
people involved instead of looking first 
at a legalistic rule. 
undertaking. 


That is good in any 
Then the Council says— 
and this is of high importance—we must 
work on the constructive side to build 
Christian homes and families instead 
of weeping impotent tears at the in- 
creasing break-up of homes and fami- 
lies. 

It is of basic importance to under- 
stand that the report does not look upon 
divorce as inconsequential; it looks upon 
any home or family deterioration as 
disastrous, but it takes a far saner look 
at this situation than most people are 
accustomed to take—it looks on the 
break-up, not as the evil in itself, but 
as the end-result of situations which 
usually do not concern us nearly enough. 
There we need to focus our efforts in 
order that the dread word divorce may 
be kept out of the picture. 

One thing more. It is a bit strange, 
don’t you think, that the chureh has 
to be reminded in this connection or in 
any other, of its gospel of forgiveness 
for the repentant sinner. 

Although the Council makes no pro- 
posal for a change in our Standards, it 
expresses its willingness, if the Assembly 
so desires, to make suitable recommen- 
dations. We imagine that the Assembly 
will want such suggestions in order to 
bring these statements more nearly in 
line with our real beliefs. But the 
Council is right. No perfect statement 
even incorporated into our Standards 
will solve this difficult problem. The 
real work comes in helping Christian 
men and women to build Christian 
homes and families. 


The Reorganization 





41. MEETING OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, Contd. 


Time of Meeting. The time of the 
Assembly’s meeting has been changed 
from late in May to the Thursday fol- 
lowing the first Sunday in June—this 
year, June 8. The ad interim commit- 
recommended the change 
found that the earlier time made it 
difficult for 
their families to attend because of the 


tee which 


many commissioners and 


closing of schools and colleges at that 
time. The later time, it seemed. might 


well gear into vacation possibilities 
when families could be taken along at 
less expense and with less loss of time. 
(Advance registrations this year indi- 
cate that this is working out as antici- 
pated, with families included in vaca- 
tion trips before or after the Assem- 


bly’s meeting.) Also, the committee 
said, business men and farmers will 
find this time better: and accommoda- 
tions at Montreat or in cities will not 
be as crowded as they will later. 

Always, however, there will be con- 
flicts. One overture will be before the 
Massanetta Assembly seeking another 
time of meeting in view of the conflict 
of this date with many young people’s 
conferences where leaders are in de- 
mand. Of lesser consideration is the 
further conflict with the peak of the 
vacation church school effort of the 
summer. These conflicts have to be 
weighed, though college adminstrators, 
professors, and sometimes board mem- 
bers will find the new date highly pre- 
ferable. 


Place of Meeting. “The interests of 
the church would be better served,” 
said the committee, “if the Assembly 
did not meet so frequently in Montreat. 
In 1904 it was stated that the Gen- 
eral Assembly had met in every synod 
in the past 20 years. In the last 20 
years the Assembly has met 14 times in 
Montreat. [Wartime conditions forced 
this in some of these years.—Eds.] The 
1948 Assembly in Atlanta had a far- 
reaching effect on men interested in 
the advance of the church. The audi- 
ence and press that attends in a large 
city calls the commissioners’ attention 
to the fact that their words and actions 
make news all over the South. The par- 
ticular host church receives favorable 
publicity, as does the Presbyterian 
Church, US. It is an education for 
many Presbyterians who otherwise 
would never attend a General Assembly. 
The popular meetings are better sup- 
ported and offer greater inspiration.’’ 


Therefore, the Assembly voted to 
seek to meet at least every other year 
elsewhere than at Montreat. 

Heretofore, it has been an expensive 
proposition for a church to entertain 
the Assembly, costing as much as $5,- 
000 to $7.000. The 1949 Assembly said 
such cost ought to be borne by the 
Assembly and asked the stated clerk’s 
office to report on this item this year. 
“The labor and trouble of entertaining 
the Assembly should be sufficient con- 
tribution for the host church,” it was 
said. “If the Assembly pays its own 
way, it can pick and choose the most 
strategic cities in which to meet.” 

Air travel is now to be allowed those 
who have to come more than 400 miles 
to the Assembly. Meeting this year in 
one corner of the church, this could 
cause serious complications in the As- 
sembly’s budget. It is expected, how- 
ever, that commissioners will be reason- 
able. (When this was voted last year 
the idea was advanced facetiously that 
such a feature would appeal to our mis- 
sionaries in the Belgian Congo and on 
other fields for a quick trip home and 
back at the Assembly’s expense.) 

NEXT WEEK — The Commissioners 
Themselves. 


Reprinted Once More— 
Charts showing the Assembly’s Re- 
12 for 25c; 100 for 75c. 
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Kansas City Unites 
In Marking 100 Years 


Presbyterian USA News Letter 
Kansas City, which was incorporated 
in 1850 as the “‘Town of Kansas,”’ is 
celebrating the centennial anniversary 
of its founding. Many estimable citizens 
may be seen upon its streets wearing 
full beards and broad-brimmed pioneer 
hats, harking back to the days when a 
little fur-trading post was established 
at the foot of the bluffs at the great 
bend of the Missouri River. 

The centennial atmosphere of cele- 
bration was greatly aided in March by 
the passage of an adequate school tax 
levy. Because of a failure to secure 
a two-thirds vote last year, public 
schools have been curtailed to a 34- 
weeks term instead of the regulation 40. 
The Kansas City Council of Churches, 
with the ministers and congregations of 
its member churches were among the 
leading forces in arousing citizens to 
an unprecedentedly large response to 
vote the needed taxes. | 

The Council of Churches, under the 
vigorous executive leadership of J. Allan 
Watson, recently gave evidence of the 
strength of Protestant Christian con- 
viction when it is unified and organized. 
The Kansas City Star reported that a 
resolution would be offered to the city 
council requesting permission to grant 
liquor licenses to churches and clubs. 
Whereupon the Council of Churches, 
polling all Protestant ministers, found 
the unanimous declaration that no Prot- 
estant church had requested such a 
licence and that no Protestant minister 
favored the granting of such licenses to 
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any church. The Star then published 
the names of the churches making the 
request, all of them Roman Catholic, 
and the city council quickly dropped the 
item with ‘‘no action.” 


Binaggio, Gargotta, et al. 

The recent Binaggio-Gargotta mur- 
ders, as yet unsolved, have aroused much 
discussion. The definite tie between 
political leadership and gangland profi- 
teering emerged into public view. Many 
citizens now see this tie, often remain- 
ing under cover or only potential, as a 
threat to every American city. 

About a decade ago, aroused by the 
Pendergast domination of the city goy- 
ernment, Missouri forces managed to 
have the appointment of Kansas City 
police commissioners transferred to the 
governor’s office. Now, since Governor 
Forrest Smith was strongly aided in his 
election by the Binaggio-controlled 
wards of Kansas City, there is much 
discussion of this arrangement. One ap- 
pointee to the police board has resigned. 
His replacement is looked upon as im- 
portant in the relation of the police de- 
partment to the influence of the gam- 
bling syndicate groups which have been 
standing on the threshold hoping for 
things to ‘‘open up.” 

Some opinions are that Binnagio may 
have been killed because he failed to 
get a ‘“‘wide-open’’ situation into effect 
in Kansas City. 

The eclipse of Binaggio has put the 
rival Democratic faction, the on-going 
“machine” led by nephew James Pen- 
dergast, with which President Truman 
has long been closely associated, into a 
more dominant position. 

Honest citizens, resting on the oars 
of their successful clean-up almost a 
decade ago, are realizing that eternal 
vigilance is the price of continuing good 
government. 


Large Additions to Churches 


Kansas City’s life is by no means fully 
told in headlines of gangland murders, 
for large numbers of new members are 
reported by Kansas City churches as a 
result of the United Evangelistic Ad- 
vance, with its city-wide census and 
teaching mission. After this effort, led 
by Harry Kalas, a visitation evangelism 
campaign was conducted under the 
leadership of Dawson C. Bryan. 

Presbyterian, USA, young people will 
have their caravans on the road this 
summer, visiting Spanish-speaking and 
Indian missions in New Mexico and 
Arizona in the course of a two weeks’ 
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pus trip for 60. Regular youth confer- 
ences and junior high camps are also 
scheduled. One of these is the joint 
camp sponsored by the Presbyteries of 
Lafayette (US) and Sedalia (USA) to 
be held in June on the Lake of the 
Ozarks. 

Missouri Presbyterians are looking 
forward to the fellowship and inspira- 
tion of the first joint meeting of the 
US and USA synods at Westminster Col- 
lege, June 12-15. 

R. PARK JOHNSON. 


(e¢EDITOR’S NOTE—We gladly wel- 
come Dr. Johnson, of Kansas City’s 
Second church, as one of our Presby- 
terian USA correspondents. ) 


Conference Schedule 


Listedfor Mo-Ranech 


Texas News Letter 


Several significant changes are to he 
noted in the summer schedule at Mo- 
Ranch, the synod’s new conference cen- 
ter. These include a combination of 
the Bible and Foreign Mission confer- 
ences into one on the World Mission 
of the Church; a parallel conference 
for chureh school superintendents at 
the time of the leadership or church 
school conference instead of as formerly 
at the time of the men’s meeting; and, 
beginning next year, the older young 
people’s conference will be jointly spon- 
sored by the US and USA churches. The 
Mo-Ranch schedule is as follows: 

June 5-13, Youth Fellowship. 

June 13-22, Senior Youth conference. 

June 23-25, Men’s conference. 

June 26-July 4, Western Texas Pres- 
bytery Seniors. 

July 5-12, Leadership School. 

July 7-9, Superintendents’ 
ence. 


confer- 


July 13-20, Western Texas Pioneers. 
July 20-28, Western Texas Pioneers. 
July 28-Aug. 4, El Paso Presbytery 

conterences. 

Aug 4-12, Texas-NMexican Presbytery 
conterences, and Central Texas Senior 
conference. 

Aug. 12-14, Visitors week-end; open. 


Aug. 15, Staff of Women of the 
Church conference. 
\ug. 16-22, Women of the Church. 
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Merchants office most convenient for 
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Corporation 


Aug. 23-30, The World Mission of 
the Church. 
Sept. 1-4, Young Adult retreat. 


Presbyteries Plan Program; 
Brazos Has Full Series 

Although all presbyteries of the 
synod have planned at least one Senior 
and one Pioneer camp this year, Brazos 
has probably the most complete pro- 
gram outlined under the direction of 
Evelyn Green, the presbytery’s DRE. 
The presbytery will hold the only Junior 
camp in the synod, plus one for older 
young people and the only two Negro 
The Negro 
conferences will be directed by Hose 
Rasberry, pastor of the new Pioneer 
chureh of Beaumont. 


young people’s conferences. 


Seminary Stresses Sense of 
Vocation for All Occupations 

Austin Seminary recently convened its 
first Conference on Vocations for three 
days at Mo-Ranch. About 50 college 
men from 16 campuses attended. These 
men were in a list of 250 nominated by 
campus leaders, with 50 actually invited 
to attend. No one definitely planning 
to enter the ministry was invited—only 
men who were undecided or seeking to 
find their Christian vocation in other oc- 
cupations. Leaders of the conference 
included John D. Moseley, executive di- 
rector of the Texas Legislation Council; 
Dean W. R. Woolrich of the University 
of Texas Department of Engineering; 
William M. Logan, Kerrville minister; 


Charles Phillips, Temple physician; 
Gibson R. Randle, Austin attorney, John 
Oliver Nelson of New York and the semi- 
nary’s President Seitt. Nelson said, 
“Ministers can’t go far without laymen 
who see their own vocations as Chris- 
tian, nor can laymen go far without a 
new generation of dedicated, able pas- 
tors.’”’ Dr. Stitt said the conference was 
trying to help ‘‘men find and follow 
whatever God’s will is for their lives.” 
One student said at the close of the con- 
ference, “Always I had thought I might 
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be turning my back on God's will if I 
went into the technical field for which I 
have prepared; this has 
shown me how I can express my Chris-~ 
tian faith right there. It 
my doubt and set me on my way.” It 
is planned to repeat the event next year. 


conference 


has relieved 
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was organized in Dallas in October, 
1947. Since that time, working with 


the presbytery’s home mission commit- 
tee, this group has sponsored the organi- 
zation of four new churches, helped re- 


locate another, and through these 
churches has added 810 new members 
with contributions totaling $97,500. 


Twenty-two young men from this pres- 
bytery are now preparing themselves for 
the ministry or other church vocations. 
Since March 1 eleven programs of visita- 
tion and preaching have been conducted 
in the presbytery by synod’s evangelist, 
Ernest F. Deutsch. Three other efforts 
in the city of Dallas should be noted: 


The Church of the Covenant has its new 


underway: Sunset church 
entered its sanctuary on Easter 
Sunday; and the Wynnewood church is 


building its first new unit. 


building 
new 


Expansion Continues in 
Many Parts of the Synod 

Elsewhere in the synod something of 
the same is true. The Fain Memorial 
church of Wichita Falls is now worship- 
ping in its new sanctuary in the Country 
Club Estates section of the city. A sec- 
ond church was scheduled to be organ- 
ized in Odessa May 14 with Harry G. Mc- 
Donnell, Jr., expected to become its pas- 


tor. The Fort Stockton church is build- 
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ing a new sanctuary. Port Arthur’s 
Westminster church was expected to oe. 
cupy its new sanctuary and education 
building May 14. Trinity church, Hous. 
ton, has moved to a new location anq 
has its new sanctuary and one unit of 
an education building. The Pasadena 
congregation is now using its new build. 


ing. The Highland Park church of San 
Antonio has completed a new manse and 
is now building a new chapel in the 


Boldtville community. 


Two Baptists in 
Race for Governor 

As far as the ordinary Texan is able 
to determine, the race for the governor- 
ship will be run by two prominent 
Southern Baptist lawyers, Allen Shivers 
of Port Arthur, the present governor, 
already an established cog in the Texas 
political machinery, and Caso March of 
Waco, who promises to make a strong 
bid for the office. 


Personnel 

C. S. McKinney, formerly of Seminole, 
has been installed as pastor of the West- 
minster church, El Paso. Roy L. Me- 
Cown, Lubbock, is to become minister 
of education in the Laurel, Miss, 
church. Jack Lancaster, Union Semi- 
nary senior, will become pastor at Bay 
City upon his graduation. Three Austin 
Seminary seniors are among the recent 
ones who have accepted work: Earl 
Price, Palacios; Faries McDaniel, La- 
Marque; and Henry Stebbins, Trinity. 

JOE M. BROWN. 
Port Arthur. 


Frierson Resigns as Head 
Of Palmer Orphanage 
John F. Frierson, who has served the 


Palmer Orphanage, Columbus, Miss., for 
nearly 40 years, has resigned as super- 


intendent. His resignation will become 
effective as soon as his successor is 
named. 


Mr. Frierson is a member of the State 
Tax Commission. He has not indicated 
his plans for the future except that 


Presbyterian Named Korean 
Minister of Education 


Seoul, Korea. (RNS) — President 
George Paik, of Chosen Christian Uni- 
versity here and a leading Presbyterian, 
has been named Minister of Education 
in the Korean government. 

Born in Korea in 1895, Dr. Paik re- 
ceived his early education here and in 
China, and later studied in the United 
States. He was graduated from Park 
College, Missouri, in 1922, and three 
years later received a doctorate in the- 
ology from Princeton University. 

Dr. Paik was ordained by the Kansas 
City Presbytery of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. For ten years he was 
professor of Bible history at Chosen 
Christian University. He afterwards 
became a travelling professor of Park 
College, and in 1939 was appointed 
dean of the college of law and literature 
at Chosen National University in Seoul. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Muboliek Teaches Trust in God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 4 


Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12- 


In our popular speech we commonly 
divide the Old Testament prophets into 
two groups: the major prophets, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel; 
and the minor prophets, including the 
remaining twelve. This is unfortunate 
terminology, for it suggests to many 
that the first four are more important 
than those that follow, while, as a mat- 
ter of fact, it refers only to their greater 
Congregations do not judge the 
this score; no 
more can we judge the value of the 
Old Testament prophets by any such 
standard. Habakkuk is one of the 
shortest books in the Bible, and one 
that is generally neglected; yet it con- 
tains one of the most influential texts 
in the Bible—Paul’s text, Luther’s text 
and that of the Protestant Reformation, 
Wesley’s text and that of the great 
Evangelical Awakening: “The just 
shall live by faith.’’ More than that 
itis a book which has a vital message 
for our own day. It was written in a 
period very similar to our own, when a 
efficient, military 
roughshod over 


length. 


value of a sermon on 


ruthless, but very 
machine running 
the nations of the world, and when the 
moral order seemed threatened at its 
very foundation. Habakkuk’s question is 
one which many men have raised in re- 
cent years, and God’s answer is one that 
we still badly need. 

Of Habakkuk himself we know noth- 
ing. We meet him, first, as a man 
tortured with doubts, doubts that have 
assailed many of us in recent days. 
Habakkuk took his doubts to God and 
reports their solution in the prophecy 
which bears his name. 

The time was approximately 600 B. 
C., during the reign of Jehoiakim. not 
before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. Jehoiakim tyrannical 
ruler, selfish and shortsighted. 


was 


long 
was a 


when the country was 
impoverished by the collection of the 
tribute imposed by Necho, king of 
Egypt, he developed a passion for regal 
magnificence. As Jeremiah tells us 
(22:13-17), he built by the forced, but 
unpaid, labor of his subjects a spacious 
palace, ‘paneled with cedar and painted 
with vermillion’; he, moreover, abused 
his position to indulge in the common 
vices of an Oriental despot—his eyes 
and his heart were set only ‘upon dis- 
honest gain, and for to shed innocent 
blood and for oppression and for vio- 
lence to do it.’ Nor were such crimes 
confined to the king. As allusions in 
Jeremiah show clearly, the reformation 
of Josiah (620 B. C.) had affected the 
Masses only superficially; though there 
were still faithful souls left, lawless- 
hess, injustice, dishonesty and oppres- 


“At a time 


MAY 22 


» 1950 


13; 2:1-4; 3:17-19 


sion were only too rife in the nation 
at large, and idolatry was widely and 
openly practiced (Jeremiah 11:10ff; 
14:7, 10-12, 20.”’ (Driver in the New 
Century Bible). 


Out of this background comes 


I. The Prophet’s Question 1:2-4 


Why does God allow such evils to 
continue? That is Malachi’s problem, 
as it has been the problems of so many 
much 


injustice in 


since. There is so injustice in 


the world, so much 
own nation, much of 
man’s inhumanity to man. The sensi- 
tized cry unto him for justice and ap- 
parently the heavens are deaf. So it 
unto the prophet. “O 
agonized, “how long shall 
thou wilt not hear?’ 
iniquity were prevalent; 
paralyzed or inefficient; 
(rather than ‘judgment’ as in 
James version) was 
To put it in a nutshell: Right 
was upon the scaffold, wrong upon the 


our 
everyw here so 


appeared 
Lord,” he 
I cry and 
Violence and 
the law was 
justice 
the King 
existent. 


non- 


throne; the strong and unprincipled had 
it all their own way; and, worst of all, 
Jehovah looked on in silence and would 
the righteous cried to 


not hear when 


him for help. 


Il. God’s Answer, 1:5-11 


We need not suppose that God’s an- 
eame to Habakkuk all at once. 
Probably it was after months and even 
years Gradually, 
however, it became clear to the prophet 
that God was not inactive. Retribution 
was on its way. Evil would bear its 
toll, as always, in the natural course 
of events. In this case God’s agents 
were the Chaldeans, one of the younger 
nations of Habakkuk’s day. Not long 
before they had been an obscure people 
south of Assyria. Gradually they ad- 
vanced northward, finally establishing 
themselves in Babylon. After one or 
two unsuccessful attempts they had re- 
placed Assyria as the dominant world 
power. In 605 B. C. they had defeated 
the Egyptians, their only remaining 
rival, at Carchemish. No one, it seemed, 
could stop them. 
6-11 
description 


swer 


of mental anguish. 


In verses Habakkuk gives us 
a vivid of the Chaldeans, 
irresistible power and military efficiency 
and of the havoc which they spread 
among the peoples of their day. They 
were an implacable and impetuous peo- 
ple (vs. 6), advancing with incredible 
speed on their fierce, swift horses (vs. 
8), scouring the whole earth to seize 
the dwelling places of other people (vs. 


6): a ruthless people, whose policy is 
guided by no consideration other than 
its own interests, spreading terror 
through the earth (verse 7); to whom 
kings and strongholds are but a laugh- 
ing stock; who capture cities with ease 
by throwing up a mound of earth 
against their walls (vs. 11) and, sweep- 
ing by like the wind, gather their cap- 
tives like the sand (vs. 9); a people 
whose only god is might. 

So Habakkuk, if he were a contempo- 
rary, might have lamented over the in- 
justice and iniquity that founded the 
British Empire, and seen providential 
retribution for her sins in the rise of 
Nazi Germany, a nation for whom Ha- 
particularly ap- 
slightly different 
terms, he might have grieved over the 
Western imperialism in 
viewed the rise of 
inevitable result. 


bakkuk’s words seem 


propriate. So, in 


excesses of 


Asiatic lands, and 


Communism as an 


lil. The Prophet's Remonstrance, 
1:12-17 
As the weeks and the months passed, 
however, and the true character of the 
Ha- 
in intensi- 


Chaldeans became more apparent, 
bakkuk’s returned 
fied form. 


problem 


At first he “had welcomed the Baby- 


lonians as the ‘rod’ with which the 
‘angry’ Jehovah would punish Judah, 
exactly as in the previous century 
Isaiah had welcomed the Assyrians. 


Terrible as had been that answer to his 
complaint, it had brought with it a 
certain moral satisfaction; but the satis- 
faction was destined to be short-lived. 
[It soon became clear that the instru- 
ment of Jehovah’s purpose was not in 
sympathy with that purpose, for might, 


not right, was his god. His zeal in 
executing the divine commission, of 


which he was unconscious, was inspired 
only by a sense of ambition and self- 
aggrandizement. The remedy he brought 
was worse than the disease, and the 
prophet is again perplexed. His faith 
is staggered by the problem of the 
moral government of the universe, and 
he appeals again as he had appealed 
before to Jehovah, the holy God of his 
own people. 

“His perplexity grows as he watches 
the cruel havoe wrought by the Baby- 


lonians. He sees the nations like a 
shoal of fishes—leaderless, unorganized 
(vs. 14)—-swept into their all-devour- 


ing net (vs. 15). He sees them dealing 
treacherously, swallowing up a nation 
like Judah, which, bad as it is (vss. 
2-4), is relatively far more righteous 
than the Chaldeans. He believes in- 
deed that God ordained them to execute 
justice upon Judah, and for her disci- 


pline (vs. 12); but he sees them be- 
laving without mercy or moderation, 
and actually deifying the weapons 


which had won them their rich con- 
quests (vs. 16), making very literally 
their might their god (vs. 11). And, 
saddest of all, the holy, everlasting God 
looks on in silence upon all this treach- 
ery and brutality; he says nothing, does 
nothing. The answer to the prophet’s 
prayer has only raised a fresh perplex- 
ity and made faith in God and in the 
moral order harder than ever.’ Cg. 
E. McFadyen in Abingdon Bible Com- 
mentary.) 

Having made his 
prophet 


complaint, the 
waits patiently, like a watch- 
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man on his outlook tower, to discover 
God’s answer. As Driver points out, 
the figure ‘‘expresses the spiritual prep- 
aration of the prophet’s soul, the ear- 
nest expectation with which he waits 
for the divine answer: he will retire 
from the distracting crowd, will direct 
his gaze to heaven, and look out till 
the answer comes.” 
IV. God’s Answer, 2:2-19 

God’s answer comes in time in the 
form of a vision (unfolded in vss. 
4-19), which he is ordered to write, be- 
cause it is important to others as well 
as to himself, and 
ment cannot be expected immediately. 
“There was a time,’’ 


because its fulfill- 


McFadyen points 
out, “‘when the prophet expected the 
solution of his problem to come in his 
own day, but now that he gets a more 
spacious view of God’s purpose from 
his tower, he sees that the solution lies 
in the future. It has its time appointed, 
and it hasteth (or panteth) toward its 
end, but the end may 
Nevertheless, however far, it is certain, 
it will not deceive, and it will not be 
late. It will come, if not in Habak- 
kuk’s time, yet in there- 


be far away. 


God’s time; 
fore though it tarry, wait for it, for 
it will assuredly come, it will not lag 
behind”’ 


(vs. 3) McFadyen adds: ‘It 


is a magnificant counsel of 
and of faith. 
he is eternal (cf. 1:12) and man would 
patient could he see things 
in the light of the eternal purpose.” 
Then comes the itself. AS 
“Behold 
the Chaldeans) is puffed 


patience 
God is patient because 


be more 


answer 
found in the Revised Version: 
his soul (i. e., 
up, it is not upright in him; but (in 
shall live by 
The righteous shall live; 
it is clearly implied that the unright- 


contrast) the righteous 


his faith.’’ 


eous shall not live, and this implication 
is definitely stated in the verses that 
follow, where in five there is 

Here 


prophet’s 


‘woes’ 
described the Chaldean’s end 
then is the answer to the 
question: the unrighteous shall per 


ish, the righteous shall live 


their faith. It is generally 


through 
recognized 
that faith is not used here in its New 
Testament sense, but in the wider sense 
of faithfulness (but with faith in God 
“The 
here the righteous 
Israelite, who is faithful in all the re- 
lations of life, and is sincere and up- 


aus its secret) As Driver puts it: 


righteous man, i. e., 


right in heart and purpose, has in his 
character a 
Which 


principle of 
cannot be 


permanence 


shaken, and which, 


whatever external troubles may assail 
him, snould be to him a source of moral 
strength and security.”’ 

shall the righteous 
Davidson says the term applies 
not to physical existence but to ‘“‘the 
higher life which rises triumphant over 
troubles and disasters. The writer per- 
haps has hardly stopped to analyze it 
exactly, but it carries at least the germs 
of a belief in a future life.”’ 

The fate of the unrighteous, here the 
Chaldean, is described in vss. 5-19. In 
a merciless 
usurer who compels the nations to give 
him heavy pledges, but the day will 
come when these pledges will have to 
be repaid. In that day the nations 
whom he has despoiled will mock him 
and the violence 
wrought by him in the world will re- 
coil upon his own head. 


In what sense 


live? 


vs. 5 he is compared to 


in his discomfiture, 
In a series of 
five woes (all depending upon 6a) the 
prophet singles out and threatens with 
retribution the crying sins of the 
Chaldeans; their insatiable lust of con- 
quest; the ruthlessness with which they 
plundered the nations, the crimes and 
injustices by which established 
their empire and beautified their cities; 
their savage triumph over the nations 
which fell into their power, and their 
insensate idolatry. 


they 


As we read this ter- 
rible indictment of the Babylonians, it 
seems to us that the clock of history 
has been turned back, that the barbar- 
sm of the Chaldeans is still alive in 
the earth. 


V. The Prophet’s Prayer, 3:1-19 


The first two chapters give us Ha- 
bakkuk’s } roblem and its solution—de- 
struction will finally come upon the un- 
righteous, the righteous shall live by 
his faith‘ulness. In the final chapter 
we have the prophet’s prayer that that 
foretold 
should come to pass, closing with an 
utter 
great principle previously enunciated— 


intervention which God has 


expression of confidence in the 
the righteous shall live by faith. The 
movement is in three parts: 

' The prophet prays that God will 
revive his work “in the midst of the 
years” (3:1-2); i. e., that he will re- 
new or repeat his great work of deliver- 
(the 
referred to) not waiting till the end of 


ance deliverance from Egypt is 


time 
2. The prophet pictures God’s deliv- 


eranee of his people in a lyric ode 
developed with great brilliance and 
poetical power The theophany (or 
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manifestation of God’s power) is de. 
scribed in language and imagery gyg. 
gested by the Exodus and by the terms 
of Deuteronomy 33:2 and Judges 5: 4-5. 
God comes riding in judgment on the 
storm clouds. The tempest sweeps in 
from the South, the region of Paran 
and Sinai; there is a terrible splendor 
around the advancing God, which 
lightens the heavens and the earth: 
pestilence and fever (fiery coals in the 
King James version; fiery bolts in the 
Revised Version) follow in his wake: 
all nature shudders, the eternal hills 
sink down; the desert tribes are digs- 
mayed (3-7). 

In verse 8 the prophet raises a ques- 
tion—what is the meaning of the judg- 
ment? Was God angry with the rivers 
or with the sea, that he thus came forth 
riding through the heavens? Vss. 13-15 
give the answer to the poet’s question: 
It was to save his people and to anni- 
hilate those sought te destroy 
them. 

In conclusion 


who 


(16-19), the poet de- 
scribes the impression which the the- 
ophany upon him; on the one 
hand, it filled him with agitation and 
alarm: on the other, it evoked within 
him a joyous confidence that whatever 
happened God would prove himseif his 
people’s salvation. 


made 


For Further Consideration 


One cannot read this ancient prophecy 
without recognizing its pertinecy for 
our own day. What values does it pos- 
The following, we will agree, but 
what others? 


sess? 


1. God is the moral governor of the 
universe. Or as Dr. McFadyen puts it: 

“The universality of the divine gov- 
ernment of the world. The prophet ac- 
cepts a special divine Providence over 
Israel, but he insists with equal empha- 
sis that the destinies of all nations are 
in his hands. Temporarily the foe may 
worship other gods and prosper; but 
God is from everlasting and will attest 
his supremey by utterly destroying the 
boastful conqueror with his idols.” 


2. His judgment against unrighteous- 
ness will come even though it is de- 
layed. The excesses of communism will 
in time bring their just retribution. 

3. The righteous shall live by _ his 
faithfulness “In other words, right- 
eousness, fidelity, steadfastness, contri- 
bute elements of permanency which en- 
dure forever.’” In the New Testament, 
after Christ has come, the words take 
We know that the 

world cannot be 
compared to the glories which shall be 
revealed to us. 

4. Man must be 
God. The secret of 


on new meaning. 
tribulations of this 


patient and trust 
patience in _ per- 
plexity is an indomitable faith in the 
purpose of God and in the ultimate de- 
feat of evil and triumph of God. 
“Though it tarry wait for it: for it is 
sure to come; it will not delay.’’ 

(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re 
ligious Education. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


JONATHAN 





EDWARDS. By Perry 
Miller. William Sloane Associates, New 
york. 348 pp. . $3.50. 

It is generally agreed that Jonathan 
Edwards possessed one of the most 
powerful theological minds that America 
has yet produced. Perry Miller, pro- 
fessor of American Literature at Har- 
yard, and one of our greatest authori- 
ties on early New England Puritanism, 
holds that ‘‘he was one of America’s five 
or six major artists, who happened to 
work with ideas instead of with poems 
or novels. He repays study be- 
cause, While he speaks from a primitive 
religious conception which often seems 
hopelessly out of touch with even his 
own day, yet at the same time he speaks 
from an insight into science and psy- 
chology so much ahead of his time that 
our own can hardly be said to have 
caught up with him.” 

Professor Milier makes it clear that 
Jonathan Edwards’ fundamental con- 
cepts, apart from his inherited Calvin- 
ism, were derived from Sir Isaac Newton 
and John Locke, whose revolutionary 
significance he was one of the first to 
grasp. It is a history of Edwards’ 
thought that we are given and not the 
story of his life, though enough of the 
latter is related that we may properly 
understand the former. No one has yet 
elucidated Edwards’ thought and ex- 
pounded its significance as clearly, as 
brilliantly, as Professor Miller. 

The development of Edwards’ ideas 
is set before us as an absorbing drama— 
Edwards, grandson and heir of the im- 
perious Solomon Stoddard, proponent 
and originator of the Great Awakening, 
defender of Calvinism, an empiricist who 
exalted experience over reason, an aris- 
tocrat who championed the rights of the 
common man, against whom were ar- 
rayed the opponents of the great revival, 
the real though undeclared foes of the 
regnant Calvinism, the advocates of a 
‘rational’ theology, which was to de- 
generate in time into Unitarianism, the 
unprincipled propertied intcrests, many 
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of Jonathan Edwards’ own blood rela- 
tives. The conflict between these two 
groups, ending in the expulsion of Jona- 
than Edwards from Northampton, fur- 
nishes the background for one of the 
most thrilling chapters in the history 
of ideas that this reviewer has been 
privileged to read. 

No one interested in Jonathan 
Edwards, in the development of relig- 
ious thought in New England, in the 
history of American thought, can afford 
to overlook this notable work. No one 
with serious intellectual interests who 
starts to read will wish to lay it down. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


EARLY CHRISTIANS OF THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY. By Chad 
Walsh. Harper and Brothers. New 
York. 180 pp. $2.00. 

Here is a book that will start with a 
handicap among certain readers. At 
the same time it is a book that will ap- 
peal by its very assumptions to a grow- 
ing group. Chad Walsh believes that 
modern civilization which dates roughly 
from the Renaissance is now on its last 
legs. He believes just as strongly that 
Christianity will emerge from some 
rather rough going into new life and 
vigor and that the Christian of the 
twenty-first century will manifest a dedi- 
cation and a buoyancy like that of the 
earliest followers of Jesus. 

No brief review can do justice to so 
huge a thesis and this reviewer can only 
suggest that the whole book be read 
and its facts and fancies be faced as 
they are presented by a rather strong 
writer who is no “fool fundamentalist’’ 
but who is a convinced follower of the 
Man of Galilee—the Man Who came to 
put a new face on the whole world by 
putting a wholly new heart into it. 

D. P. McGEACHY, SR. 

Lake Waccamaw, N. C. 
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Finances, 
government, 
recreation, 
and religion 
in the home 
are among 
the subjects 
discussed in 
this read- 
able book 
for home- 
makers. 
Wisely and 
with understanding, these 
two well-qualified counselors 
offer suggestions and princi- 
ples that will help you live 
up to your best at home. Re- 
member, if you succeed at 
home, you are a success. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Robert C. Pooley, Jr., Three Rivers, 
Calif., has accepted a call to the Flatrock 
church, Mt. Airy, N. C. 

M. L. Smith, from Spartanburg, §. C., 
to Lockhart, S. C., where he also serves 
the Mt. Tabor church. 

W. L from Fayetteville, 
Tenn., to Route 2, Taft, Tenn. 

J. O. Van Meter, former president of 
Scott-Lees Collegiate Institute at 
son, 








Latham 


Jack- 
Wil- 
more, Ky., church since his retirement. 
Called to the 
is 100 N. Lexington 
Jack Fisler, 
will 
burn, Ala. 
W. H. 
church, 


Ky., has been supplying the 
new address 
Wilmore. 

Seminary senior, 
Au- 


church, his 
Ave., 
Union 
become minister to students, 
Matheson, formerly of 
RFD, Davidson, N. C., 
come pastor of the Gilwood church, R. 2, 
Concord N. C 


Unity 


has be- 


FRATERNAL DELEGATES 
the Presbyterian, 


Assembly 


Representatives of 
US, 
fraternal delegates to other bodies this 
month and next are: A. Redhead, 
C., to Presbyterian, USA, 
Cincinnati, May 18; Hunter 
Charlotte, N. C., to the 
New Concord, 


Grier 


General designated as 
John 
Greensboro, N. 
Assembly, 
Bh. Blakely, 
United 
Ohio, 


Presbyterian, 


June 14; and ©. Davis, 








AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


The Co-lege plays a lead- 


ing part in the Univer- 


sity Center program in 


Georgia. Interesting co- 
operation with other in- 
stitutions is arranged in 
student activities, in so- 
cial life, in religious de- 
velopment, and in voca- 
tional preparation. 
For information and 


literature, address, 


President J. R. McCain 


Decatur, Georgia 








y. &. 
Flat 


Asheville, to the A. R. P. Gen- 
Rock, N. C., May 31. 
In addition, Mrs. John M. 
the National 
Women’s Organizations, will be a fra- 
the USA church to 
. S. Senator Edward 
Martin is the alternate visitor. 


eral Synod, 
Irvine, 
chairman of Council of 


ternal visitor from 


the US Assembly; U 


fraternal 
delegates are expected to attend the As- 


From other bodies these 


sembly, at Massanetta Springs, June 8: 
USA: Clifford E. Bar- 
moderator, Knoxville, 
W. R. Echols, Lesslie, 


Presbyterian, 
bour, retiring 
7eme.: A. Bm. F.: 


a ¢. 


MARRIED 

1. W. Horton, Jr., and 
both of Mt. Pleasant, S. C., 
May 23. 

George B. Williams, Jr., and Bernice 
Lorene Clark will be married June 6 in 


Sue Royall, 


will be mar- 
ried 


the First Baptist church, San Antonio, 


Texas. 


STATED CLERK 

Harvin, Jacksonville, Pla,, 
has resigned as stated clerk of Suwannee 
Presbytery, and has been succeeded by 
John W. Jr., of the Palatka 


church. 


Stephen T. 


Largent, 


DEATH 

Caleb Wallace Chambers, 95, died at 
his home in Livingston, Texas, April 16. 
From 1900 to 1936 Dr. Chambers 
worked as a home missionary among the 
Alabama and Coushatti Indians in East 
Texas. He was retired by Brazos Pres- 
bytery in 1937. 

«. O'N. Martindale, 81, died at the 
his daughter in New Orleans, 
March 38. Since his retirement in 1938, 
Dr. Martindale had lived in Baton 
His long service included pas- 


home of 


Rouge. 
torates in Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Louisiana and three years 
the Presbyterian Bible 
Training School then in Nashville. 


> £., 


and 


as professor at 





AIM: 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


1950 


To instill the idea of spiritual values as well 
as material, of divine relations as well as human, 


to train for life and the art of living. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 








B. Guerrant 
President 
Sherman, Texas 


Continuously 


outstandiiyv sonee ISd9 for the 


highest attainments ino the iitelbeetual, spirit 


ual and physical realms of Christisu education. 


FULLY ACCREDITED * CO-EDUCATIONAL 
FOUR-YEAR LIBERAL ARTS * SOUNDLY 
PROGRESSIVE AND GROWING 








Positive Christian Character 
® High Standards of Education 


An Honor System That Works 
are found at 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 











A college with a tradition 
tian living. 


sessions. 





Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 


Southwestern at Memphis 


of excellence 
offers an adventure in learning and in Chris- 


Applications accepted for summer and fall 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











